
MINUTES

BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING

MONDAY, JUNE 10‚ 2013– 7:00 P.M.

MAYOR PAUL MARTI

ALDERMAN MIKE GODSY

ALDERMAN JAMES HENSLEY

ALDERMAN TOM STEUBY

ALDERMAN ANDREW STEWART

CITY ATTORNEY HELMUT STARR

CITY TREASURER CHARLES FUNK

CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK DEBORAH LEMOINE

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER- by Mayor Marti at 7:00 p.m. at the Webster Groves Christian Church.

ROLL CALL- showed that all Board members were present with Alderman Stewart arriving just after the passage of Ordinance 823.

APPROVAL OF THE APRIL AND MAY 2013 BOARD OF ALDERMEN MINUTES Mayor Marti asked if there were any comments regarding the minutes as submitted, there being none, he requested a motion for the approval of the minutes as submitted. Alderman Hensley so moved, seconded by Alderman Godsy.  The Board voted 3-0 in favor of the approvals.  

TREASURER’S REPORT AND APPROVAL OF THE MAY VOUCHER The June voucher was reviewed along with financial statements for the month. The Board voted 3-0 in favor of approving the voucher and expenses.  

PUBLIC HEARING TO APPROVE THE PROPOSED 2013-2014 BUDGET FOR THE FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 31 2013  Mayor Marti opened the public hearing and explained the City’s goals for the year.  Attorney Starr explained that while the budget projected a deficit the amount of deficit was adequately covered by the current bank balance of the City.  The Aldermen noted that while the City occasionally adopted deficit budgets the City rarely actually operated at a deficit.  There were no public comments and the Mayor closed the public hearing.

ORDINANCE NUMBER 822 AND ORDINANCE ADOPTING A BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF OAKLAND FOR THE FISCAL YEAR 2013-2014 Alderman Godsy moved for the first and second reading and subsequent passage of Ordinance 822, Alderman Hensley seconded the motion, a quorum was confirmed and the ordinance was read by Attorney Starr.  There was no further discussion and a quorum was confirmed and Attorney Starr read the ordinance a second time.  The ordinance passed 3-0.  

ORDINANCE NUMBER 823 AND ORDINANCE ADOPTING A NEW SECTION 210.177 “SOLICITITING WITHOUT A PERMIT PROHIBITED” Alderman Hensley moved for the first and second reading and subsequent passage of Ordinance 823, Alderman Steuby seconded the motion, a quorum was confirmed and the ordinance was read by Attorney Starr who then noted that charitable organizations would still be allowed to solicit in the City.  Alderman Godsy asked that Oakland be listed on solicitors permits along with Kirkwood.  There was no further discussion and a quorum was confirmed and Attorney Starr read the ordinance a second time.  The ordinance passed 3-0.  

ORDINANCE NUMBER 824 AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 135.020 “COMPETITIVE BIDDING” TO INCREASE THE LIMITS FOR CERTAIN TYPES OF COMPETITIVE BIDS Alderman Godsy moved for the first and second reading and subsequent passage of Ordinance 824, Alderman Hensley seconded the motion, a quorum was confirmed and the ordinance was read by Attorney Starr who noted that the ordinance had not been updated in 11 years and the new limits were consistent with those of neighboring communities.  There was no further discussion and  a quorum was confirmed and Attorney Starr read the ordinance a second time.  The ordinance passed 4-0.  

CITIZEN COMMENTS:The Board recieved and reviewed a list of areas of the City that might benefit from a code enforcement inspection.  They discussed plans for Park Avenue with citizens and heard compliments on the recent upgrades to the entry at Fortune Lane. Code Enforcement Hanser agreed to look into code compliance issues and discuss with Black Creek those areas related to their contract.  
PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING APPLICATION FOR AND USE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FOR 2014: A public hearing to discuss the allocation of $20,000 in Community Development Block Grant Funds which will become available after January 1, 2014 was opened by Mayor Marti.  City Administrator LeMoine asked that all members of the public present sign the sign-in sheet and read the Public Hearing Handout which was also distributed to all members of the public present.  The City Administrator reviewed previous meetings in which Jay Wohlschlaeger from SWT explained certain material and architectural barriers to access for the elderly and severely disabled that exist in Loewnau Park and the new Minturn Park property.  The Board expressed their desire to utilize CDBG funds for the removal of these barriers in order to have access from parking areas to the park green spaces and to make the bridge on the Minturn property accessible.  Citizen questions regarding the project were addressed and the Mayor then closed the public hearing. The Board authorized the City Administrator to complete and the Mayor to sign the 2013 CDBG application seeking funds to remove the barriers discussed by a vote of 4-0.

.

SPECIAL DISCUSSION:
1) Review Chicken Permit Issued for 110 Minturn: A neighboring property owner had requested a hearing appealing the decision to grant the permit. The neighbor was advised of this evenings hearing but did not appear as scheduled.  The Board reviewed his email correspondence which was entered into the record and the findings of the Code Compliance Officer that the application complied with each of the requirements of the ordinance.  The Board voted to deny the appeal by a vote of 4-0 and the permit remains in effect.  

2) Discuss Potential Community Garden: The Board agreed to give information regarding

the Gateway Greening Grant project for Community Gardens to interested citizens and offer to advertise a potential garden project in the newsletter.

3) Review Street Improvements for 2013: The Bid from Ford Asphalt for an estimated project cost of $69,740 was approved by a vote of 4-0 with the exception of Item Number 13 which was removed and with the addition of sidewalk work on Fortune Lane.  

4) Review Potential Change of Argonne to Minor Carrier Status: The traffic study and application for change of status created by Weis Engineering was reviewed and approved for submission by the City Administrator by a vote of 4-0.

5) Review Potential Changes to Chicken Ordinance: this was tabled pending a final draft of the ordinance.

6) Update on Minturn Park Accessibility Improvements: The Board approved Change Order Number 3 to allow the building of boulder walls for a cost not to exceed $6,750 by a vote of 4-0.  The Board also authorized Mr. Hanser to seek bids for the clearing of honeysuckle in the Park.

7) City Administrator's Report: The Board discussed the possibility of requiring a Kirkwood Solicitor’s license to solicit door to door in the City, the need for new appointments to the Board of Adjustment, potential summer newsletter articles, the planting of street trees and the initial planning of the City Picnic in the hopes of utilizing local musicians this year.

REPORTS FROM MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

Alderman Steuby inquired about mulch for Backstoppers Park and Mr. Hanser is seeking bids.  He also updated the Board on options for street tress and the Board approved planting up to 40 Spring Snow Crabapple street trees in the City at a cost of up to $5,000 from TreeLand Nursery.

Alderman Hensley obtained an update from Mr. Hanser on the status of MSD repairs on Holmes Avenue.

Alderman Stewart requested that the City Logo on street signs be updated as needed by Mr. Hanser.

Alderman Godsy noted a request from neighbors that leaves be blown with more frequency from Lowenau Park and also the need for creek clean up near the tunnel.  Mr. Hanser will look into options for the creek clean up and contact BlackCreek regarding the leaves.

Mayor Marti had nothing further.

MISCELLANEOUS- None

A move to adjourn the meeting carried 4-0.

These minutes accepted as submitted this 10th day of June, 2013
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