
MINUTES

BOARD OF ALDERMEN MEETING

MONDAY, AUGUST 12‚ 2013– 7:00 P.M.

MAYOR PAUL MARTI

ALDERMAN MIKE GODSY

ALDERMAN JAMES HENSLEY

ALDERMAN TOM STEUBY

ALDERMAN ANDREW STEWART

CITY ATTORNEY HELMUT STARR

CITY TREASURER CHARLES FUNK

CITY ADMINISTRATOR/CLERK DEBORAH LEMOINE

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER- by Mayor Marti at 7:00 p.m. at the Webster Groves Christian Church.

ROLL CALL- showed that all Board members were present with Alderman Stewart arriving just after the treasurers report.

APPROVAL OF THE JULY AND AUGUST 2013 BOARD OF ALDERMEN MINUTES Mayor Marti asked if there were any comments regarding the minutes as submitted, there being none, he requested a motion for the approval of the minutes as submitted. Alderman Hensley so moved, seconded by Alderman Godsy.  The Board voted 3-0 in favor of the approvals.  

TREASURER’S REPORT AND APPROVAL OF THE MAY VOUCHER The June voucher was reviewed along with financial statements for the month. The Board voted 3-0 in favor of approving the voucher and expenses.  

PRESENTATION BY DAN WIND REGARDING POTENTIAL MSD IMPROVEMENTS ON PARK AVENUE  Mayor Marti welcomed Dan Wind from Wind engineering who is communicating with MSD on the City’s behalf regarding the engineering of Park Avenue improvements. MSD will be working on the design stage for the east side of Park over the next year, with construction likely in 2015.  Some easements will be needed, it is unclear how much existing easement there is on the street.  Pictures of various options were displayed, green options are good but eat up a larger portion of yards.  The City will be able to offer input on options later, MSD bids the most expensive rectangular channel because it is the most expensive and requires the least land area. Dan will schedule a pre-construction design meeting to talk about design options.  Street work on Park can’t be done until after this phase because the new street would be torn up, and because some of the needed work can be done as part of the project.  211 and 215 are on the west side of the street and will be in a second phase of work later on.  The City will continue to encourage implementation of this second phase as quickly as possible.  Citizens present expressed frustration at the slowness of the project.  Dan said it was unlikely that the City could speed it up, but that the ultimate work would be meaningful. 

CITIZEN COMMENTS:The Board received and reviewed a list of areas of the City that might benefit from a code enforcement inspection.  They discussed plans for Park Avenue with citizens and heard compliments on the recent upgrades to the entry at Fortune Lane. Code Enforcement  Officer Hanser agreed to look into code compliance issues and discuss with Black Creek those areas related to their contract.  
PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING APPLICATION FOR AND USE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS FOR 2014: A public hearing to discuss the allocation of $20,000 in Community Development Block Grant Funds which will become available after January 1, 2014 was opened by Mayor Marti.  City Administrator LeMoine asked that all members of the public present sign the sign-in sheet and read the Public Hearing Handout which was also distributed to all members of the public present.  The City Administrator reviewed previous meetings in which Jay Wohlschlaeger from SWT explained certain material and architectural barriers to access for the elderly and severely disabled that exist in Loewnau Park and the new Minturn Park property.  The Board expressed their desire to utilize CDBG funds for the removal of these barriers in order to have access from parking areas to the park green spaces and to make the bridge on the Minturn property accessible.  Citizen questions regarding the project were addressed and the Mayor then closed the public hearing. The Board authorized the City Administrator to complete and the Mayor to sign the 2014 CDBG application seeking funds to remove the barriers discussed by a vote of 4-0.

.

SPECIAL DISCUSSION:
1) The City picnic date was set for September 21 in order to have a local band available.

2) The Board decided not to meet in July and authorized the City Administrator and Treasurer to issue checks for routine expenses in July.

3) The Board reviewed the status of street work in the City and authorized a change order from Ford Asphalt for the sealing of Harwood and Hawthorne (up to $1500 per street) and for additional repair work on Mabel and Sappington (not to include repair of a resident driveway which is owner responsibility) at a cost of approximately $4500.  Additional sidewalk installation at Fortune Lane was approved at a price of up to $1,000.

4) The application to change the status of Argonne to Minor Carrier has been submitted.

5) The review of a potential chicken ordinance was tabled until August.

6) Updates on Minturn Park Accessibility Improvements were reviewed by the Board and it was decided to add additional bollards to the North side of the bridge.

7) Potential MSD work on Park Avenue was reviewed and it was determined that Dan Wind should be retained to work with MSD to try to advance the City’s interests in the area.  Up to ten hours of work was authorized by a vote of 4-0.

8) City Administrator's Report: The City Administrator had nothing further.

REPORTS FROM MAYOR AND ALDERMEN

Alderman Steuby inquired about mulch for Backstoppers Park and Mr. Hanser is seeking bids.  He also inquired about the delivery of fireworks passes which will be done by the City Administrator.

Alderman Hensley checked on the status of driveway work at 200 South Holmes.

Alderman Stewart discussed the street work to be done at Harwood and Hawthorne and the sidewalk at Fortune Lane.

Alderman Godsy suggested that we look into sending a delegate to the Kirkwood Arts Commission.  Mayor Marti agreed and volunteered to inquire.

Mayor Marti discussed the possibility of nominating Oakland for a Historic Preservation award from the Muni League which the Board supported.

MISCELLANEOUS- None

A move to adjourn the meeting carried 4-0.

These minutes accepted as submitted this 12h day of August, 2013
/s/ Deborah Lemoine
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