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   Oakland Commuter

 Election Dates 
Election Day

Tuesday, April 6

Garage Sale Dates
Deadline to Register

Wednesday, May 5

Annual City Sale Date

Saturday, May 15
Refuse Dates
Yard Waste Pick-Up
Resumed March 2

   Street  Sweeping
Street Sweeping Date
Wednesday, April 21

Alternate Rain Date
Thursday, April 22

Other Meeting Dates

Board of Aldermen-

2nd Monday of month

7p.m. (except July 12)

Webster Groves Christian Church

Board of Adjustment-

1st Wednesday of month

7 p.m. (as needed)

Henry Hough School

Plan Commission-

3rd Wednesday of month

7p.m. (as needed)

Henry Hough School

Historical Preservation Commission-
4th Monday of month

7p.m.

Henry Hough School 

Mayor’s Message

An important issue before Oakland voters on April 6th is Proposition A, which is a half cent sales tax increase.  I am writing to give you information about this, but I am not suggesting which way you should vote.  
As you probably know, service of public transit to the St. Louis metropolitan area was seriously reduced in March of 2007.  Bus service was suspended on 23 routes and Metrolink frequency was reduced.  It is honest to say that many daily riders who relied on the Transit system to get to work, whether downtown, Chesterfield or elsewhere were really curtailed. 

The people who use Public Transit everyday equate to some 45,000 fewer cars on St. Louis area streets and highways. Obviously, the economic downturn makes us each very aware of the money we spend. However, Metro contends that a reliable transit system is important to our workforce and to our economic well-being.  I encourage you to vote on April 6.

Sincerely,

Mayor Paul Marti
2010 Census-Make it Count!

The 2010 Census asks that each United States resident take about ten minutes to answer about ten questions.  In return, local communities get valuable information that can help us to make planning decisions in the future.  The Census also helps determine how state and federal funds are allocated by population, so it is important that all residents are counted!  Oakland receives funds from taxes such as the sales tax, cigarette tax, capital improvements sales tax and gasoline tax that are impacted by population, so it is crucial that population counts be as accurate as possible.  Higher population areas receive more of these funds.  In addition, many regional planning decisions about roads, schools, and other services utilize Census data.  The Census forms for 2010 have been designed to be short and easy to complete.  Census forms have already been mailed to homes in the area.

Laws protect the confidentiality of the information given.  Residents who do not return their Census forms by April 1 will receive visits from Census workers between April and July. For more information, visit www.census.gov.
City of Oakland Election Issues
The following Oakland issues will be on the April 6 ballot:

ALDERPERSON WARD I

Jim Hensley

ALDERPERSON WARD II

Andrew Stewart

PROPOSITION I

Shall the City of Oakland, Missouri be authorized to impose an annual business license tax on each commercial communications antenna in the City in the amount of up to $7,500 as provided by ordinance?
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Yard Waste , Refuse and Trash Collection 
Remember that there is more to be recycled than just glass bottles!  A complete list of materials that can be recycled is included again this month for your reference.  Yard Waste pick up resumed again this month.  Questions about waste services, special services or missed pick-ups may be directed to the customer service center at Waste Management at 314-506-4700  

Permits Required in Oakland

Just a reminder to all residents in Oakland, the City requires permits to be issued for projects in the City and our own City staff review the permit applications and perform inspections.  We review and issue all permits now and it’s easier than you may think.   You can go to our website at www.oaklandmo.org, on the top left hand corner you will see the box “Go To” this will bring you to a list of items you can click on. Find the list for “Permits,” this will bring you to the building permit procedures.  This will explain what you need to do to obtain a permit and you will see all the permits required in our city.  

Failing to obtain a permit before the project starts may lead to fines and penalties. Repeat offenses may lead to even higher fines and penalties.
We are trying to assure that all projects within the city limits of Oakland meet code and will keep our community housing up to the highest values.  

If you have any questions about permits or how to obtain one, just give our Building Inspector, Greg Hanser a call, 314-420-7481.  We would rather discuss the project with you than fine you for not knowing.

Your neighbors are improving and building a new future for the City of Oakland.  We are there to make sure everyone is safe.  Thank you for following our procedures. 
Sewer Lateral Repair Program

The City of Oakland offers residents a Sewer Lateral Repair Program.  If you think you have a collapsed pipe, contact a plumber and have the line cabled at your expense. Once you have received the tape, contact City Building Inspector Greg Hanser. He will review the tape to verify your eligibility. If eligible, the resident decides on a contractor to do the repair and then pays for the repair in full.  Copies of the actual bill and receipt of payment can be sent to P. O. Box 220511, St. Louis, MO  63122 and reimbursement (up to $2500) will be sent to you after approved at the next Board meeting.  
City Garage Sale

Clean out your closets and get ready for the Annual City Garage Sale on May 15 from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  The City will advertise in the local papers and City bulletin boards.  If you want your address listed as participating, let us know by May 5.  Residents are also encouraged to draw attention to sales with signs or balloons on the day of the sale. To be added to the list of homes participating in the sale, just contact oaklandcityhall@sbcglobal.net.
City Street Sweeping

Our spring street sweeping is scheduled for April 21, please remember to keep cars off the street that day.  Signs will be posted as a reminder.  Please also remember not to blow or rake leaves or yard waste into the street, as equipment is not designed for leaf pick-up.












